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A puhlk hearing wHs plod­
clin� ulou� routineJy ut th(' 
Town llall Hill' night Ju�t 
month. 

":\11 of a �uddPn. a ('Op bur�t in 
yt'llin�: 'Th<· tWO's lwn· ! Tlw t 'FO's 
IH'n·:· .. 1-aid P<·tc·r A. Brandrnbc·h�. 
a 4:ly<·ar-old n·al <·stat<· dt>vdopc·r. 
"E,·c·t yo1w jumpc·d up and jolt NI 
out.\\'<·\\ <•nt flying down th<: stairs 
to M'<' this thing, ju1-t staring at it. " 

On a night lwfon· that, 2H·\'c•ar­
old \\'illiam A. Pollard w�ts driving 
�doug lnkr1-tatc· 84 n<'ar llrrwst<·r. 

"My nt'ighhors said th<·y had 
seen something," said Pollard, who 
manages an automobile service cen­
tcr. "1 said, 'Yeah, yeah, yeah.' I 
nevC'r believed in that stuff. But off 
in a field 1 saw this gigantic triangle 
with ligJ1ts, about 30 feet off the 
ground- hovering. Then it turned 
off ih; lights and shot straight up -
straight up. That's when 1 said, 
'\Vhoal Wait a minute here.'" 

Throughout northern W<�st­
chest<�r County, Dutchess and Put· 
nam counties and western Connect­
icut this summer, thousands of resi­
dents have reported strange objects 
in tlw r,ky - each usually in a V­
shapr or a c·ircle, about the size of a 
football fic•ld, absolutely noiseless 
and outlinrd in brilliant lights of 
white, red or green.· 

At night, the curious some­
times cTowd thr Taeonic- Park way, a 
}'rime site for virwing. 

The state police say the "oh· 
j<:ct" is really five or six small planes 
flying in tight formation as part of a 
hoax. Some residents are not so 
sure. Othc·rs say that if that is the 
ease, authorities ought to put an end 
to it. 

The area where the UFOs have 
been most frequently seen 

"If it's not a UFO," said Irene 
Lunn of Mahopac·, "1 want to know 
exactly what it is and what it's doing 
around here. And I want it 
stopped.'' 

Lunn was among those who re­
portrd tlw most rrcrnt sighting, last 
Monday night. She was coming 
home from the supermarket at 9 
JUn. with her 5-ycar-old daughter, 
Eric·a, whrn, she said, "I saw it over 
a pond on a nrarby farm, high 
<•nough to just clear the trees, trav­
eling south. 

"It wasn't an airplane, it wasn't 
a helicopter, it wasn't a hang glider. 
There was no sound at all. You 
could hear the crickets." 

Slw described an object "about 
thr<·e-quartrrs the size of my house, 
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\\Jth an L-�hap('d �tl'U('turc· 
�U�JWIHh-d UIHl<•J'Ill'ath it." 

''It <-t('tuall�· �toppvd O\'<•r tht• 
hott'-l' .

.. Lunn said. "At om· point. all 
tiH• lil..dtts \\'t•nt gn·rn. tlwn tl'd, 
t hc·n tht·�· "l'II! l>a('k to a pattc·rn of 
gn·<·n and n·d and " hitc·. I ft'lt Jik(' 
it \\'<IS ) ('\ ling liS kilO\\ it kiH'\\' Wt' 

\u•n· \\atc·hinQ it. That was s('ary. It 
'' <·nt on for about 10 minutt·� .. . 

�<·rg<·ant K<'mH'th Spiro of tlH· 
stall' poli('<·. '' hi<-h is n·spunsiblP for 
tlw at (•(i in whi<'h sightings ha\'C• 
IH•(•n. �aid om· offiC'(·r followc·d tlw 
o})j(•c·t. 

"11(' tra('kPd ino StormvillP air· 
port," Spiro said. ''It was a group of 
light planes. They fly in formation. 
Tlw undc·rsides and under the 
wings are paintrd black, so they 
can't be seC'n from the ground. The 
planPs arc riggrd with bright ligh 
that they ean turn from one color t 
another. It's the lights that give th 
shape to the UFO. 

"The troo}wr spoke to a coupl 
of the pilots, and they're getting 
big kick out of it. There's no ''iola 
tion of. the law here." 

He refusNl to name the trooper 
or the pilots. 

· 

Yet, for many peoplC', questions 
rrmain. Some wondered how air· 
planc·s could hO\'c·r silently or shoot 
straight up into the air. Others said 
that tlwy had seen tlw hoaxers but 
that they had also seen something 
differrnt. 

1\lany rrsidents want an investi· 
gation by the Federal A\'iation Ad· 
ministration. hut the agency does 
not seem interested. 

In an effort to pull togetllPr 
information, Petc•J Gcrsten, a crimi-

nal lawyer who has made sightings 
from his apartment in Peekskill, or­
ganizrd a mf•eting Saturday that 
was attc·nded by UFO experts and 
loc-al officials who heard witnesses 
and saw photographs of the myste-

rious objects. 

Among those present ·as J. AI· 
len Hynek, heads the Center for 
UFO Studies in E\·anston, Ill., a pri­
vate group that acts as a clear-

inghou�<· for CFO n•ports. He said, 
"Wlwn you ha\'C• highly train<·d 
technical peopk, lawyers, C'PAs. 
gO\'Nnment peop}(' seeing what 
tlwy're s£>eing. you ha\'e to look into 
it." ,\,•u }or/. I iTIIl' 


